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Under these circumstances, which have made this month of October a true Beresina for me, I longed to go and ask you for an asylum and bread for two years, during which time I could earn, by working, the hundred thousand francs I need. But my life would have been too stained by that flight, although my most sensitive and upright friends advised it. I have been greater than my misfortune. In fifteen days' time I have sold fifty columns to the "Chronique de Paris" for a thousand francs; one hundred and twenty columns to the " Presse " for eight thousand; twenty columns to a " Revue Musicale " for one thousand; an article to the " Dictionnaire de la Conversation" for a thousand. That makes eleven thousand francs in fifteen days. I have worked thirty nights without going to bed. I have written " La Perle brisee" (for the " Chronique") "La VieiileFille" (for the " Presse "). I have done the " Secret des ftuggieri" for Werdet. I have sold for two thousand francs my last dizain (that makes thirteen thousand). And now I am doing " La Torpille" for the "Chronique," and "La Femme Superieure," and " Les Souffrauces d'un Inven-teur " for the " Presse." At the same time I am in process of selling the reprinting [in book form] of "La Torpille," "La Femme Superieure," " Le Grand homme de Province a Paris," and " Les Heritiers Boirouge," both begun; that will give me in all thirty-one thousand francs. Then, having no longer that rotten plank Werdet to rest on, I shall contract with a rich and solid firm for the last fourteen volumes of the "Etudes de Moetirs," which ought to amount to fifty-six thousand francs for author's rights, on which I want thirty thousand at once. If that succeeds I shall have sixty-one thousand francs, which will save me. Not only shall I then owe nothing, but I shall have some money for myself. But I must work day and night for six months, and after that at least ten hours a day for two years.